
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE LIE  

Israel has killed mostly women and children in Gaza. 

 

THE TRUTH  

The majority of deaths in the Gaza war were Hamas combatants, and very few women and children died as a result of 
Israeli military actions. 

 

BACKGROUND 

➔​ On February 5, 2026, Tucker Carlson released a video in which he and Anglican Archbishop Hosam Naoum 
amplified the false claim that Israel has killed mostly women and children in Gaza. 

➔​ This claim fits a recurring narrative Tucker has promoted that alleges Israel intentionally targets Gazan women 
and children. 

➔​ In January 2026, Hamas claimed that 71,667 people had died in Gaza since Hamas launched its October 7, 2023 
attack on Israel. 

 
TRUTH EXPLAINED 

➔​ Hamas casualty reporting is widely recognized as unreliable. Its Ministry of Health classifies all deaths as “civilians,” routinely 
mislabels adult males as women or children, includes deaths caused by Hamas itself, and folds natural deaths into its totals. 
The ministry has repeatedly altered, deleted, and reclassified data throughout the war. (Henry Jackson Society) 

➔​ Even if Hamas’s figure is taken at face value, Tucker’s claim collapses. In October 2025, President Trump stated that Hamas had 
lost approximately 58,000 fighters—roughly 81% of Hamas’s own reported death toll. Even under the absurd assumption that all 
remaining deaths were women and children, that would leave 13,667 casualties—an implausibly low figure if Israel were 
deliberately targeting civilians. (New York Post) 

➔​ According to these figures,  Israel’s civilian-to-combatant ratio is approximately 0.24:1, which is unheard of in urban warfare. 
The UN estimates the global average civilian-to-combatant death ratio in urban warfare at 9:1. (UN), (Times of Israel) 

➔​ A February 2026 report further undermines Tucker’s claim. Hamas pledged stipends to 50,000 widows of Gazan casualties, 
implying that roughly 50,000 of its reported deaths were men, not women and children. (ME24) 

➔​ Hamas’s total also includes natural deaths. Based on pre-war mortality data, an estimated 16 Gazans died each day of natural 
causes. Over the course of the war, this amounts to roughly 13,500 deaths unrelated to Israeli military action. (CIA), (JCFA), 
(Henry Jackson Society) 

➔​ Hamas’s reported “child” casualties also include combatants aged 15–18, a cohort Hamas openly recruits and deploys in 
combat roles. (UN), (TOI) 

➔​ The World Health Organization’s own data undercuts the claim that children were targeted. In February 2025, the WHO 
reported that more than 500,000 children under age 10 were vaccinated against polio in Gaza—over 150,000 more children in 
that age group than existed there when the war began. (World Health Organization) 

➔​ Hamas is directly responsible for a significant share of Gazan casualties. Approximately 20% of rockets launched by Hamas at 
Israeli civilians misfire and land inside Gaza. Additional deaths result from friendly fire, internal repression, and violence against 
civilians attempting to access humanitarian aid. (Henry Jackson Society), (NPR) 

➔​ Israel’s conduct further contradicts claims of intentional civilian killing. The IDF relies on snipers, armed drones, and 
precision-guided munitions to target specific terrorist operatives—methods incompatible with indiscriminate mass killing. (The 
Guardian) 

➔​ The IDF also employs extensive civilian warning measures, including phone calls, text messages, leaflet drops, radio 
broadcasts, and “roof knocking” with non-lethal munitions. These measures hinder battlefield efficiency and would be irrational 
if civilian deaths were the objective. (IDF) 

 
For more information on this topic, visit: https://theisraeltruthnetwork.org/ 

 

The War Is Over, But Tucker Is Still Peddling Hamas Propaganda 

https://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/HJS-Hamas-Casualty-Reports-Report-WEB-correct.pdf
https://nypost.com/2025/10/10/us-news/trump-gives-new-details-on-mideast-trip-as-hamas-frees-hostages/
https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc14904.doc.htm
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-denies-report-claiming-that-its-own-database-found-that-vast-majority-of-gaza-dead-were-civilians/
https://x.com/MiddleEast_24/status/2020204869269807305
https://archive.is/AxbNa#selection-1449.0-1737.2
https://jcfa.org/article/the-casualty-figures-in-gaza-are-a-scam/#fnref8
https://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/HJS-Hamas-Casualty-Reports-Report-WEB-correct.pdf
https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AHRC46NGO42_050321.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-said-to-recruit-30000-gaza-youths-into-its-military-wing/
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-02-2025-mass-polio-vaccination-campaign-to-continue-in-the-gaza-strip
https://henryjacksonsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/HJS-Hamas-Casualty-Reports-Report-WEB-correct.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2024/01/26/1226977365/israel-idf-gaza-middle-east-deaths
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/apr/02/gaza-palestinian-children-killed-idf-israel-war
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/apr/02/gaza-palestinian-children-killed-idf-israel-war
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/wars-and-operations/operation-pillar-of-defence/how-does-the-idf-minimize-harm-to-palestinian-civilians/
https://theisraeltruthnetwork.org/


 

➔​ Tucker’s claim mirrors those of other professional Israel critics, including UN Special Rapporteur Francesca Albanese, who 
falsely claimed Israel killed 380,000 Gazan children under 10—roughly 50,000 more children in that age group than existed in 
Gaza before the war. (PCBS) 

 

QUOTES 

“I cannot say [whether] Tucker Carlson is taking money from a foreign government and that’s where [his narrative] is 
coming from, or that he’s getting money from people who may not represent a foreign government but who are 
sympathetic to a foreign government, and they become sponsors of his show and investors in his enterprise.” — US 
Ambassador Mike Huckabee 
 

 

Takeaway 

By repeating Hamas’s fake casualty claims, Tucker Carlson is pushing an Islamist narrative designed to make terrorists 
look like victims and to turn Israel into a cartoon villain. When an American media figure like Tucker knowingly recycles 
enemy propaganda and sells it to millions of Americans as fact, it results in mass deception that distorts reality, 
legitimizes terrorists, and betrays American values.  

 

 

 
For more information on this topic, visit: https://theisraeltruthnetwork.org/ 

 

https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/post.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=4484
https://theisraeltruthnetwork.org/
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