
 
 

 

 

THE LIE 

Iran was not an imminent threat to the United States—the U.S. only attacked Iran because of Israeli pressure, just as 
Israel dragged the U.S. into invading Iraq. 

 

THE TRUTH  

Iran was an imminent threat to Americans, and Israel did not drag the U.S. into Iraq or Iran—America acted in its own 
interests and based on its own intelligence and judgment. 

 

BACKGROUND 

➔​ On March 17, 2026, Joe Kent resigned as Director of the National Counterterrorism Center, claiming he could not “in good 
conscience support the ongoing war in Iran.” (Joe Kent) 

➔​ Kent insisted that Iran was not an imminent threat to the U.S. and that President Trump had been “deceived” by 
“high-ranking Israeli officials,” who pressured him to attack Iran. 

➔​ In his resignation letter, Kent also accused Israel of dragging the United States into the Iraq War. 

 

TRUTH EXPLAINED 

➔​ Kent asks you to believe that Israel somehow deceived the entire U.S. national security apparatus—the CIA, NSA, DHS, 
Joint Chiefs, Department of War, State Department, and the president—while he alone saw the truth, offering no 
explanation of the supposed tactics or fabricated intelligence. 

➔​ Top U.S. officials confirmed Kent was a “known leaker” and not privy to the intelligence briefings or war planning—raising 
serious questions about the basis of his claims. (X)​
 

➔​ Kent accuses Israel of pressuring Trump to attack Iran while conveniently ignoring that Saudi Arabia was urging the same 
course of action. (Washington Post) 

➔​ Kent's own record contradicts his current claim. In 2020, he called for "wiping out" Iran's capabilities. He later cited over 
150 proxy attacks on U.S. troops and warned of assassination plots against Donald Trump—a threat that was 
subsequently confirmed. Now he claims Iran posed no imminent danger. The record says otherwise: Kent himself made 
the case that Iran was an urgent threat, and urged confidence in President Trump to act against it. (X), (X), (Daily Wire), 
(Joe Kent), (DOJ)​
 

➔​ But Kent has also flip-flopped on his position. Following a January 2024 Iranian drone strike that killed three U.S. soldiers 
in Jordan and injured dozens more, he blamed the US for supposedly using its own troops “as bait.” (Tucker Carlson)​
 

➔​ Senior U.S. officials tell a different story: President Trump dismissed Kent as “very weak on security” and noted Iran posed 
an imminent threat, saying he would have “forced Israel’s hand” to strike Iran. Secretary of State Marco Rubio confirmed 
the danger; Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff reported that Iranian officials boasted of advancing nuclear capabilities and 
evading monitoring; House Speaker Mike Johnson said Kent wasn’t in the briefings and delays would have caused “mass 
casualties”; and White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt called the idea that the president acted at Israel’s behest 
“laughable.” (ABC News), (State Department), (Sky News Australia), (X), (X)​
 

➔​ His claim that U.S. military action would rally the Iranian public around the regime has proven false: Iran violently 
suppressed anti-regime protests and imposed mass arrests and internet blackouts. Iranian civilians have reportedly 
assisted Israeli targeting of IRGC positions. (TIME), (Wall Street Journal), (Euronews)​
 

 

For more information on this topic, visit: theisraeltruthnetwork.org 
 

No, Joe Kent, Tiny Israel Doesn’t Run America’s Wars 

https://x.com/joekent16jan19/status/1838963575320412395
https://x.com/JacquiHeinrich/status/2033936122011607150
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/02/28/trump-iran-decision-saudi-arabia-israel/
https://x.com/EYakoby/status/2034095632516882711
https://x.com/SteveGuest/status/2034085291372253219
https://www.dailywire.com/news/joe-kent-circa-2020-i-personally-think-trump-should-have-crushed-their-ballistic-nuke-capes?topStoryPosition=undefined&author=Virginia+Kruta&category=News&elementPosition=4&row=1&rowHeadline=Top+Stories&rowType=Top+Stories&title=Joe+Kent%2C+Circa+2020%3A+%E2%80%98I+Personally+Think+%5BTrump%5D+Should+Have+Crushed+Their+Ballistic+%26+Nuke+Capes%E2%80%99
https://x.com/joekent16jan19/status/1838963575320412395
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/iranian-intelligence-agent-convicted-terrorism-and-murder-hire-connection-foiled-plot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2YomjmWIF7U
https://abcnews.com/Politics/trump-late-talks-iran-warns-us-munitions-fight/story?id=130712402
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2026/03/secretary-of-state-marco-rubio-remarks-to-press-6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U412ISBpthE&t=32s
https://x.com/DerrickEvans4WV/status/2033921799109726373
https://x.com/PressSec/status/2033932810709315865
https://time.com/7357635/more-than-30000-killed-in-iran-say-senior-officials/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/iran-unleashes-new-crackdown-on-its-people-to-head-off-uprising-e7785b1c
https://www.euronews.com/2026/03/13/israel-pounds-tehran-regime-forces-with-unexpected-help-from-iranians
https://theisraeltruthnetwork.org/


 
 

 

➔​ Kent's claim that Israel caused the Iraq War is false: senior Israeli officials warned the U.S. that invading Iraq would 
destabilize the region and strengthen Iran, and Israel merely agreed with U.S. and British intelligence on Saddam Hussein's 
nuclear program, rather than originating it. (Ynet News), (Quilette), (Los Angeles Times), (IPS) 

 

QUOTES 

“As President Trump has clearly and explicitly stated, he had strong and compelling evidence that Iran was going to attack the 
United States first.” — White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt 

“I’m on the Gang of Eight, I got all the briefings. We all understood there was clearly an imminent threat…Iran was building up 
ballistic missiles at such a rapid pace, and we knew that their plan was to fire them upon Americans…I don't know where Joe Kent 
is getting his information, but he wasn't in those briefings, clearly.” — House Speaker Mike Johnson 

 

TAKEAWAY 

Joe Kent casts Israel as a master manipulator while ignoring the warnings from U.S. officials, allies like Saudi Arabia, and Iran’s 
own hostile actions—including attempts on Trump’s life. The result is a story in which he alone sees the “truth,” every intelligence 
agency and senior official got it wrong, and the world’s most complex national security apparatus somehow bends to the insight 
of a tiny Middle Eastern country. 

 
 
 

 

For more information on this topic, visit: theisraeltruthnetwork.org 
 

No, Joe Kent, Tiny Israel Doesn’t Run America’s Wars 

https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3444393,00.html
https://quillette.com/2025/11/05/despite-israel-not-because-of-it-iraq-war-bush-sharon-saddam-hussein/
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2003-dec-05-fg-isintel5-story.html
https://www.ipsnews.net/2007/08/politics-israel-warned-us-not-to-invade-iraq-after-9-11/
https://theisraeltruthnetwork.org/
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