
 
 

 

 

THE LIE 

The Global Sumud Flotilla was a humanitarian attempt to breach Israel’s illegal naval blockade of Gaza and deliver aid 
to Gazans. 

 

THE TRUTH  

Israel’s blockade of Gaza is legal. The flotilla was a pro-Palestinian publicity stunt with no intention of practically 
delivering aid and helping the people of Gaza. 

 

BACKGROUND 

➔​ On May 18, 2026, a convoy of more than 50 ships calling itself the Global Sumud Flotilla sailed toward Gaza carrying 319 
activists from countries around the world.  

➔​ Organizers said they intended to break Israel’s “illegal naval blockade” of Gaza and bring aid to Palestinians. (Freedom 
Flotilla Coalition) 

➔​ Israel first imposed the blockade in January 2009, specifically to prevent weapons from being smuggled to Hamas, which 
controls Gaza and has launched five wars against Israel. (Combat Antisemitism Movement) 

➔​ When the flotilla approached the blockade and the IDF intercepted the ships, as expected, the activists accused Israel of 
kidnapping them. (Freedom Flotilla Coalition) 

 

TRUTH EXPLAINED 

➔​ The blockade is legal. Israel's naval blockade of Gaza complies fully with international humanitarian law as outlined in 
the San Remo Manual, the globally accepted standard for naval warfare. (San Remo Manual), (UN Watch) 

➔​ Even the UN agrees. The UN's own 2011 Palmer Report — commissioned after the Mavi Marmara incident in 2010 — 
explicitly concluded that Israel's blockade is a legitimate security measure that complies with international law. (Palmer 
Report) 

➔​ The UN’s own charter justifies the blockade. Article 51 of the UN Charter affirms every nation's inherent right to 
self-defense. Blockading a territory controlled by a terror group that has raped and massacred thousands of your civilians 
is a textbook exercise of that right. (UN Charter Article 51) 

➔​ There was no aid on the ships. When the IDF boarded the flotilla vessels, they found no humanitarian aid whatsoever. 
They did, however, find drugs and condoms. For a mission that claimed feeding Gaza as its purpose, the ships were 
remarkably empty of anything useful. (I24 News), (Israel Foreign Ministry) 

➔​ The activists themselves proved it was a stunt. One activist was filmed throwing chocolate candy into the sea, hoping it 
might drift to Gazan children. That is not the action of someone genuinely committed to delivering aid. Once they were 
taken into custody by the IDF, the activists were recorded laughing and doing somersaults, showing a lack of earnestness 
and focus. (X), (i24 News) 

➔​ Gaza is already receiving massive quantities of aid. Israel facilitates the entry of 600 to 800 aid trucks into Gaza every 
day, roughly 70% of which carries food. If the flotilla activists were genuinely intent on delivering aid, they could have sent 
it through established, inspected aid channels that already exist and are actively in use. There is no blockade on 
humanitarian aid to break. (COGAT) 

➔​ The "kidnapping" accusation is a lie. Activists are claiming Israel kidnapped them. Detaining people who deliberately 
and illegally attempt to breach a lawful military blockade is law enforcement, not kidnapping. Israel has followed the same 
procedure with each flotilla: authorities detain the activists, then safely return them to their country of origin. (Freedom 
Flotilla Coalition), (X) 

 

For more information on this topic, visit: theisraeltruthnetwork.org 
 

The Flotilla Lied About Israel’s Blockade. Here's the Proof.  

https://freedomflotilla.org/
https://freedomflotilla.org/
https://combatantisemitism.org/special-features/the-legal-and-military-case-for-israels-naval-blockade-of-gaza/
https://x.com/GazaFFlotilla/status/2056395895114015051
https://iihl.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SAN-REMO-MANUAL-on-INTERNATIONAL-LAW-APPLICABLE-TO-ARMED-CONFLICTS-AT-SEA-2.pdf
https://unwatch.org/item-7/claim/claim-6-israels-blockade-of-gaza-is-illegal/
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/720841?ln=en&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/720841?ln=en&v=pdf
https://legal.un.org/repertory/art51.shtml
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/international/artc-israel-seizes-gaza-bound-flotilla-calls-mission-a-publicity-stunt'
https://x.com/i/web/status/2049591223258693891
https://x.com/VividProwess/status/2056411996157886477
https://x.com/i/web/status/2049736099841347633
https://gaza-aid-data.gov.il/media/1ffjgdff/exposing-the-gaza-aid-disinformation-cycle.pdf
https://x.com/GazaFFlotilla/status/2056395895114015051
https://x.com/GazaFFlotilla/status/2056395895114015051
https://x.com/therealmrbench/status/1932598099056492968
https://theisraeltruthnetwork.org/


 
 

 

 

QUOTES 

“Here we go again: another Gaza flotilla. This is not a humanitarian mission, just a spectacle and provocation funded by Hamas. 
The truth is that humanitarian aid continues to enter the Gaza Strip daily. The flotilla organizers have no interest in helping the 
people of Gaza, their sole purpose is to try to delegitimize the State of Israel. It won’t happen.” — Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. 
Yechiel Leiter 

 

TAKEAWAY 

Every claim made by the flotilla activists is false. The blockade they call illegal has been ruled lawful by the UN's own 
investigators. The starvation they claim to be fighting is nonexistent, especially with hundreds of aid trucks entering Gaza every 
single day. The kidnapping they are screaming about is standard law enforcement against people who broke the law on purpose, 
on camera, to generate exactly this reaction. 

It very nearly worked, because it often does. The formula is airtight: manufacture a provocation, then flood the media with the story 
you wrote before you even set sail. By the time the facts catch up, the headlines have already done their damage. 

As always, these flotillas are simply publicity stunts aimed at embarrassing Israel. Nothing more. 
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