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Fact-Checking JD Vance on U.S. Aid to Israel

THE LIE

Because two-thirds of Israel's recent air defense was "built by American hands and paid for by American tax dollars,’
Israeli officials have no right to criticize the Iran deal.

THE TRUTH

The U.S.-Israel defense relationship is a mutual investment, not charity — and America is the bigger beneficiary. Israel
has every right to criticize the Iran Deal.

BACKGROUND

= |Israeli officials have been critical of Trump’s Iran deal, which would reportedly require Israel to withdraw its troops from
Lebanon and expose its northern communities to continued attacks from Iran-backed Hezbollah. (Iran_International)

- On June 18, Vice President Vance accused Israeli officials of ingratitude after they criticized Trump's Iran deal, noting that
two-thirds of the defensive weapons protecting Israel this past three months "have been built by American hands and paid
for by American tax dollars." (OpenSource Intel)

= Vance went further, claiming Israeli ministers had "very personally attacked" the president.

TRUTH EXPLAINED

-> No one attacked Trump — they criticized a deal. Israeli officials objected to terms that, by most accounts, require Israeli
troop withdrawal from Lebanon, exposing Israel’s northern towns to Hezbollah rocket and drone attacks. That's not a
“personal attack” on President Trump. Even the deal's harshest critic, National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Guvir, called
Trump "our friend" in the same breath. (Jerusalem Post)

- Allies don't surrender their sovereignty for assistance. Israel wasn't even a party to the Iran deal, yet it's being asked
to accept terms negotiated without its consent. U.S. aid was never meant to buy silence — and no serious alliance works
that way. (TQI)

- This isn't charity — it's a 10-to-1 return on investment. At least 75% of the $3.8 billion in annual U.S. military aid must
be spent on American weapons and systems, generating an estimated $40+ billion a year for the U.S. economy through
co-development, tech transfer, and exports. (White House), (Israel Truth Network)

- The aid actually costs Israel money. The 2016 Obama-era MOU phased out "offshore procurement," which once let
Israel spend ~26% of U.S. aid on its own defense industry. Now nearly all of it flows to American contractors instead —
redirecting over $1 billion a year away from Israeli manufacturing. (White House), (Pesach Wolicki)

- The aid has been used as leverage against Israel itself. Washington has repeatedly wielded that $3.8 billion as
pressure to force Israeli concessions in negotiations. Aid that comes with strings attached to a country's own security
decisions is a lever, not a gift. (Israel Truth Network)

- Israel hands the U.S. real military capability. In 2026, Israel delivered the first SkyHunter interceptors — built on Iron
Dome technology — to the U.S. Marine Corps, giving them their first expeditionary air defense system in 30 years. Israel
also battle-tests American weapons, directly boosting global U.S. arms sales. (Israel Truth Network)

-> lIsrael is America's only ally that doesn't need American troops. The U.S. spends roughly $80 billion a year
maintaining 750 bases in over 80 countries to defend allies like Japan, Germany, and South Korea — nations that still rely
on American troops. Israel has never asked for U.S. boots on the ground and funds over 90% of its own military. (Quincy
Institute)

- lIsrael just fought alongside the U.S. In the recent war, Israeli intelligence and airpower dismantled the first two layers of
Iran's regime during Operation Epic Fury, allowing President Trump to negotiate from a position of strength. Even Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth told other allies to "take notes" from Israel. Those defense systems weren't a handout — they
were America's contribution to a joint operation. When you fight alongside the world's most capable intelligence service
and air force against a shared enemy, you don't call the bill charity. (Wall Street Journal)

For more information on this topic, visit: theisraeltruthnetwork.org



https://www.iranintl.com/en/202606182178
https://x.com/Osint613/status/2067644025226535034
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-avoids-criticizing-us-iran-deal-claims-wars-main-goals-have-been-achieved/
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/14/fact-sheet-memorandum-understanding-reached-israel
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https://quincyinst.org/research/drawdown-improving-u-s-and-global-security-through-military-base-closures-abroad/#appendix
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/israels-decapitation-strategy-wipes-out-another-two-top-iranians-66a360aa
https://theisraeltruthnetwork.org/
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-> Israel doesn't even need the aid anymore. The $3.8 billion in U.S. assistance amounts to just 8.4% of Israel's $45 billion
defense budget — a sum Netanyahu himself has called to phase out, precisely to free Israel from this kind of leverage.

(Breaking Defense), (Daily Wire)

QUOTES

“The aid to Israel's always been a double-edged sword for Israel from the beginning. You take the money, you become dependent.
You become dependent, you lose freedom of action. You lose freedom of action, then one day a vice president stands at a podium
and tells you to remember who paid for your Iron Dome...The $3.8 billion is becoming less and less significant as a percentage of
what Israel actually spends.” — Rabbi Pesach Wolicki, Israel365 Action

TAKEAWAY

Vance has the relationship backwards. This was never charity flowing one way — it's an investment, and at this point, it pays off
more for America than it does for Israel.

The aid Vance touts is just 8.4% of Israel's $45 billion defense budget; Israel doesn't need it anymore, and what it has cost is real:
billions diverted from Israel's own defense industry, and a recurring loss of sovereignty, as the U.S. has repeatedly used that aid as
leverage to pressure Israel into concessions to its enemies. That's precisely why Netanyahu has called for phasing it out — so
Israel can stand fully on its own. Meanwhile, the U.S. gets a return almost nothing else in the federal budget can match: a
battle-tested military that proves American weapons work under real fire, technology like the Iron Dome-derived interceptors now
defending U.S. Marines, and an ally that has never once asked for American troops on its soil. At this point, the United States
needs this partnership more than Israel needs the check.

For more information on this topic, visit: theisraeltruthnetwork.org
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